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The Role of the States:  Morton’s Obligation to the Nation or State?

OVERVIEW:  From the end of July 1861 thru September 1861 Governor Oliver P. Morton had a plethora of issues on his mind.  But the biggest thing on his mind was making sure he was getting his state on a war footing.  However, Governor Morton had a major disadvantage that man eastern states did not have.  Much of the war was being fought in the Eastern part of the United States (Virginia mainly) and the states provided troops mainly for that theater.  Indiana was expected to provide troops not only in the east, but also in the West.  Three different Generals (Rosecrans, McClellan, and Fremont) were asking for troops immediately and the Secretary of War was also directing troops here and there.  So, therefore, the question comes up:  What is the priority of Governor Morton, his state or his country?

SUGGESTED COLLECTION PIECES:  Morton (D-1) pages 170-188
					       Morton (D-2) pages 1-10

OBJECTIVES:  Learners will…
1.)	Identify in which section of the country the Commanding Generals are
       requesting troops.
2.)	List any measures of that give power to the President and the Governor in
       times of war.
3.)	Compare and contrast the differences between the governors of
Pennsylvania and New York as of that with Indiana.
		4.)  Debate the priority of which the governor is “obligated” to be most cognizant
       of:  his state or his country? (Look at it in terms of the 1860s instead of
       today).

DESCRIPTION:  This can be done in groups or it can be done individually, but probably best if in groups for the students to get many different collaborative ideas.  This can be looked at from both the “historical” perspective but also from the “governmental/constitutional” perspective.  They can look at it from one or the other or both.  It is important to know and for them to be able to identify in either the U.S. or Indiana State constitution where it would give the governor power and who his obligation was to listen to.  What also must be known is that the perspective must be taken from a 1860s perspective instead of today.  That will be the key.




STANDARDS:  USG.3.7 
Explain the relationships among branches of the United States government and Indiana government, which involve separation and sharing of powers as a means to limited government.




